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PA GOVERNOR CORBETT: STATE LACKS WILL TO PASS 'RIGHT-TO-WORK'

The Governor of Pennsylvania spoke on Monday about the lack of political will for the state to become a 'right-to-work' state, according to The Associated
Press. Corbett is a Republican who has not made right-to-work a top issue while in office because he has fought unions on other problems. He also has never
said if he would support a bill if it ever found its way onto his desk.

While making his normal appearance on the Dom Giordano Program on 1210 WPHT-AM in Philadelphia Monday, Corbett said, "There is not much of a
movement to do it and lot of it has to do with the politics at the local level, at the county level and at the state level. Until I see a strong will to get legislation
passed, we have a lot of other things that we have to get passed."

Bills for right-to-work prohibit requirements that employees have to join unions or pay union dues if they wish to work with companies that use unions.
Those in support of such legislation argue that the bill would create freedom of association for the employees and improve the working environment. Those
who oppose such legislation argue that the intent is to force the unions to lose money and their power to bargain. They also argue that such legislation would
kill the middle class.

"It's a line in the sand we'll fight very hard on," said Rick Bloomingdale, president of the AFL-CIO labor federation in Pennsylvania.

Corbett gave a speech on Saturday in New York City at a Pennsylvania Manufacturers' Association breakfast. In the speech, Corbett discussed his priorities for
the future and never talked about right-to-work bills. Nine sponsors decided to support a right-to-work bill that hit the 50-memebr state Senate, with all of
them being Republicans. Those who did not support the legislation were Senate President Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati and Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi. In
the 203-member House, just 35 members supported the legislation.

The head of the Pennsylvania Business Council, David Patti, said, "This is a very pro-labor state and for the larger firms, they have long ago come to some
accommodation with the workforce and organized labor. If I was waving a magic wand or could do it just because I said so, sure, but we're not making an
effort on it."

The House Labor and Industry Committee chair for the previous two years, Rep. Ron Miller (Republican from York), said, "It is a very difficult lift and if the
governor is saying he's not going to lead the charge, I don't see us getting it done."

 


