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DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A MARINE BIOLOGIST?

Summary: Becoming a marine biologist is an ideal career for those that enjoy the combination of scientific research, studying marine life, and the outdoors.

A career as a marine biologist focuses on adventurous fieldwork, applying scientific principles, and studying organisms in their natural habitat. The actual job
description of a marine biologist is someone who is responsible for understanding marine life by examining the division, abundance, and life histories of
animals and plants in the sea, and how environmental aspects govern these features.

First attain a Bachelor of Science degree in marine biology or another related field such as biology, ecology, zoology, microbiology, or biochemistry. This
should allow you to gain an entry-level position. Some employers may require a Master’s degree in marine biology for applied research positions. If you are
more interested in university teaching and research, a PhD in marine biology is required. Marine biologists are also required to attend continuing education
courses throughout their career. This allows them to keep their knowledge up to date with advancements in the field.

The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics reports the median salary of a marine biologist as $57,430. Someone with significant experience and advanced
degrees can expect to earn around $100,000. Marine biologists generally work for university research laboratories, private companies, aquariums, zoos, eco-
tourism companies, and non-profit environmental advocacy organizations. The options and availability will depend on the location of where you live, with the
coasts having the most jobs. Marine biologists will work in a variety of environments including offices, classrooms, laboratories, and outside in nature.

The kind of person that becomes a marine biologist is curious about different forms of marine life. They are interested in scientific research and are able to
apply logic and reasoning to solve questions. They are attentive to detail and very organized.

The employment rate for biological scientists is expected to grow 21 percent from 2008 to 2018, whereas the rate for marine biologists is expected to grow at a
much slower rate. There is high competition for the “dream” jobs that involve working with dolphins and whales.
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