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WORRIED ABOUT JOB PROSPECTS? OBAMA'S SPEECH GIVES HOPE
Most Americans a very worried right now about their economic and career prospects. Yesterday, President Barack Obama spoke to a joint session of
Congress, but also spoke to the American people, to help allay those fears. Some excerpts:

I have come here tonight not only to address the distinguished men and women in this great chamber, but to speak frankly
and directly to the men and women who sent us here. I know that for many Americans watching right now, the state of our economy is a concern that rises
above all others, and rightly so. If you haven't been personally affected by this recession, you probably know someone who has: a friend, a neighbor, a
member of your family. ... It's the worry you wake up with and the source of sleepless nights. It's the job you thought you'd retire from but now have lost, the
business you built your dreams upon that's now hanging by a thread, the college acceptance letter your child had to put back in the envelope. The impact of
this recession is real, and it is everywhere. But while our economy may be weakened and our confidence shaken, though we are living through difficult and
uncertain times, tonight I want every American to know this: We will rebuild, we will recover, and the United States of America will emerge stronger than
before... Now is the time to act boldly and wisely, to not only revive this economy, but to build a new foundation for lasting prosperity. Now is the time to
jump-start job creation, re-start lending, and invest in areas like energy, health care, and education that will grow our economy, even as we make hard choices
to bring our deficit down. That is what my economic agenda is designed to do... And tonight I am grateful that this Congress delivered and pleased to say that
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is now law. Over the next two years, this plan will save or create 3.5 million jobs. More than 90 percent of these
jobs will be in the private sector, jobs rebuilding our roads and bridges, constructing wind turbines and solar panels, laying broadband and expanding mass
transit... Because of this plan, 95 percent of working households in America will receive a tax cut, a tax cut that you will see in your paychecks beginning on
April 1. Because of this plan, families who are struggling to pay tuition costs will receive a $2,500 tax credit for all four years of college. And Americans who
have lost their jobs in this recession will be able to receive extended unemployment benefits and continued health care coverage to help them weather this
storm... You should also know that the money you've deposited in banks across the country is safe, your insurance is secure. You can rely on the continued
operation of our financial system; that's not the source of concern... First, we are creating a new lending fund that represents the largest effort ever to help
provide auto loans, college loans, and small-business loans to the consumers and entrepreneurs who keep this economy running... Second, we have launched
a housing plan that will help responsible families facing the threat of foreclosure lower their monthly payments and refinance their mortgages... Third, we will
act with the full force of the federal government to ensure that the major banks that Americans depend on have enough confidence and enough money to
lend even in more difficult times.. We are a nation that has seen promise amid peril and claimed opportunity from ordeal. Now we must be that nation again...
So tonight I ask every American to commit to at least one year or more of higher education or career training. This can be a community college or a four-year
school, vocational training or an apprenticeship. But whatever the training may be, every American will need to get more than a high school diploma. And
dropping out of high school is no longer an option. It's not just quitting on yourself; it's quitting on your country. And this country needs and values the
talents of every American. Thank you. God bless you. And may God bless the United States of America. Thank you.

 


